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A Cross-Cultural Study of the Positive and Negative Aspects of Being LGB
Jenna Marie Strizzi®, Inmaculada Fernandez Agis®, Raquel Alarcén Rodriguez®, Tesifon Parrén
Carrefo®

[a] University of Almeria, SPAIN.

jenna.strizzi@gmail.com

The final aim is cross-cultural study on the positive and negative aspects of being gay, lesbian and bisexual in
the United States and Spain. The authors seek to repudiate the tendency to study non-heterosexual sexual orient-
ations from a marked pathological viewpoint and create a method which more adequately represents the everyday
experiences of this population. 10 scales were selected, all which had been validated in English by other authors.
All those not previously validated in Spanish were translated and validated through this study. Positive aspects
are operationally defined as social support, self-esteem, social activism and justice, and sexual satisfaction. While
negative aspects are defined as: violence, social stigma, homo/bi negativity, and depression (which was measured
through subjective happiness). The validation of the New Sexual Satisfaction Scale in Spanish marks the first
scale in this language to measure sexual satisfaction in the LGB population. While negative aspects, such as vi-
olent incidents, were suffered by nearly 15% of participants in both countries, almost 80% reported having been
discriminated for their sexual orientation in the past year. Positive aspects including social support, self-esteem,
and subjective happiness were quite high suggesting minority resilience.

A Cross-National Study Into the Processes of Gay Identification Through
the Online Gay Scene
Karyofyllis (Lakis) Zervoulis®, Evanthia Lyons”

[a] BPP University College, UNITED KINGDOM. [b] Kingston University, UNITED KINGDOM.

KaryofyllisZervoulis@bpp.com

There is growing literature and empirical work that is investigating if and how the Internet, as a new and revolu-
tionary medium and space, is changing people’s lives. There is particular interest on the potential of the Internet
in (re)defining marginalised or stigmatised people’s identities and/or actions. A survey study was conducted to
investigate how men who have sex with men (MSM) use the Internet and particularly gay-themed websites (GTWs),
and what are the effects that such use might have on aspects of their lives, from sexual behaviour to gay identific-
ation. The research took place in the capital cities of Greece and the United Kingdom, Athens and London respect-
ively, two places with different levels of openness and acceptance of gay people. In particular, this survey, which
was completed through the Internet by 151 MSM living in Athens and 225 MSM living in London, examined different
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patterns of use of the online gay scene, its evaluation and its contribution to explaining the participants’ Internet-
initiated sexual behaviour, and gay identification. Findings showed that the online, compared to the offline, gay
scene appears to be more addictive and a space with less healthy intra-group behaviour that does not facilitate
as much a sense of community. Then, there was some evidence that communicational use of GTWs, which is
mainly linked to satisfying sexual needs, contributed to explaining gay collective identification in the case of MSM
living in Athens. Also, more positive perceptions and experiences of the online scene, especially in terms of social
capital, were found to relate to gay identification. The results are discussed in the light of the implications they
may have for the way the Internet is seen to be changing stigmatised people’s individual and collective identities,
and in particular those of gay people and their communities.

Funding
Department of Psychology, University of Surrey.

A Genealogical Approach of Brazil’s Public Policies on Education Regarding
LGTB Issues
Henrique Caetano Nardi®

[a] Universidade Federal do Rio Grande do Sul, BRAZIL.
hcnardi@gmail.com

Public policies in Brazil directed at the promotion of equal rights for LGBT population, after a brief period of firm
political support during president’s Lula government, are now being attacked by Pentecostal’s religious groups
represented by deputes organized in a political religious front. This political moment highlights the fragility of
contemporary psychological scientific statements that reviewed a century of psychopathological classification of
sexual diversity, as well as human rights’ ones, when they face religious dogma in the political arena. In this paper
I will use Michel Foucault’'s archegenealogical approach to trace the diagram of power-knowledge relationships
that characterizes the limits and possibilities of implementation of programs aimed at creating a safe environment
for LGBT students in Brazilian public schools. Since 2006, the Government has financed NGOs and University
centres to train educational personnel in LGBT issues and, although there are no official statistics, it is estimated
that more than 150.000 teachers received some kind of training. Even so, there is a gap between the investment
on training and the introduction of these subjects in curricula due, in part, to the lack of social legitimacy of LGBT
rights in Brazilian culture. Moreover, policy formulation analysis indicates the fragility of strategies used by the
mainstream LGBT movement to accelerate projects in this field and denounces its lack of political legitimacy when
federal Government suspended pedagogic material destined to fight prejudice against LGBT population due to
the pressure of religious groups.
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A Militancia de Lésbicas Feministas: Visibilidade e Direitos nas Politicas
Publicas no Brasil

Aline da Silva Piason®, Yaskara Arrial Palma®, Carla Estefania Albert®, Almudena Garcia
Manso®, Marlene Neves Strey®

[a] Pontificia Universidade Catdlica do Rio Grande do Sul — PUCRS, BRAZIL. [b] Universidade Rey Juan Carlos — URJC, SPAIN.

alinepiason@uol.com.br

O presente estudo apresenta reflexdes que integram a tese de doutoramento realizada na Pontificia Universidade
Catdlica do Rio Grande do Sul, Brasil. A proposta de analise é averiguar como as Conferéncias Nacionais de
Politicas para as Mulheres representam as lésbicas e proporcionam a aquisi¢ao de seus direitos enquanto cidadas
brasileiras. A pesquisa foi desenvolvida a partir de um delineamento qualitativo, com a pretensao de investigar
o fendbmeno social da visibilidade de Iésbicas nas politicas publicas, com base nos documentos legais produzidos
na Primeira Conferéncia Nacional de Politicas para as Mulheres no Brasil. Os dados foram analisados através
da analise do discurso e, para aprimorar o estudo do material, utilizamos uma ferramenta de informatica para
analise qualitativa de dados textuais, denominada Atlas/Ti. Através desse estudo foi possivel identificar no ambito
das politicas publicas, que os avangos encontrados ocorreram devido a forte presenca e as pressoes exercidas
pelos movimentos de lésbicas feministas na elaboragao e constituicdo dessas politicas. Entre os resultados, as
maiores expressoes de atencao para as demandas das Iésbicas foram encontradas, principalmente, nas areas
estratégicas de atuagao que visam a autonomia, igualdade no mundo do trabalho, cidadania e educagéo inclusiva
e nao sexista. Verificamos também que as politicas publicas atuaram na légica de enfrentamento das desigualdades
entre homens e mulheres, privilegiando a¢des que garantam a igualdade de direitos, orientada no sentido de
justica, para compensar as desvantagens histéricas ainda predominantes para as mulheres. No que se refere
as especificidades das mulheres lésbicas, verificamos que a atencao e visibilidade de seus direitos ainda foram
abordadas de forma incipiente e insuficiente. Tal evidencia denuncia que ainda persiste um arduo trabalho no
campo das lutas de militantes Iésbicas feministas na conquista de politicas que as representem enquanto cidadas
brasileiras.

Funding

Capes — Brasil.

A Participagao em Associagoées LGBT Como Forma de Terapia
Anabela Rocha*®

[a] Clube Safo, PORTUGAL.

clubesafo@clubesafo.com

O Clube Safo é uma associagao portuguesa para todas as pessoas que se identifiquem como lésbicas. Ao longo
dos seus mais de 15 anos de existéncia promoveu diferentes tipos de atividades, desde as mais sociais as mais
estritamente politicas. Nestas atividades participaram pessoas de todas as idades, estatuto familiar e contexto
social. Partindo do quadro conceptual de Ann Cvetkovich, e usando a nogéo de trauma enquanto “(...) experiences
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of socially situated political violence (...)" propde-se documentar a forma como a participagéo nas atividades do
Clube Safo constitui uma forma de terapia politica e pessoal com capacidade de ultrapassar situagdes traumat-
icas. Pretende-se, através da recolha e analise de entrevistas a pessoas que tenham participado nas atividades
do Clube Safo, refletir sobre: quais os problemas que as pessoas trazem para as atividades do Clube Safo que
pensam poderem evoluir positivamente 1a; quais as evolugdes pessoais que efetivamente sentiram acontecer;
quais as atividades consideradas mais promotoras da mudancga/evolugcéo pessoal. O método foi entrevista. Os
resultados encontrados foram a identificagdo de expectativas de cura e de contextos sociais que promovem a
ultrapassagem do trauma. Podem ou n&o as associagdes LGBT ter um papel terapéutico? Em caso de resposta
positiva quais as atividades que surgem como maiores potenciadoras de mudanga/cura?

A Psychosocial Conceptualisation of Place in the Lived Experience of Gay
Men in Australian Rural Communities
Ed Green®

[a] Education, General Practice Education and Training (GPET), AUSTRALIA.
edgreen51@hotmail.com

Little is known of the lives of gay men living in rural areas across the world and place and space from the perspective
of such men has been all but unexplored in Australia. This paper considers place and space from the perspective
of rural gay men. The methods are Ethnographic Phenomenology and modified Grounded Theory. The men in
the study from which this paper is taken were aware of their lack of place in the community and instead developed
an empathy with the physical place in a far more tangible and accepting way than previous studies have reported.
For them, the bush was the centre of their life despite it being generally regarded as peripheral and marginal to
gay life and queer identity. Their place and the space they created for themselves in the bush was where these
men’s experience of life occurred and was, therefore, the site that gave worth and emotional significance to their
lives. In knowing the bush as they did, these men were able to use the physical characteristics of place and space
to complement and enhance their own lives. They were able to bring to their place part of themselves. It follows
that it is mainly through that place that their life has meaning. The places that these gay men inhabited were influ-
enced by and imbued with their identity. Not all gay men flee the bush and because these gay men stayed and
did not leave, they imposed something of themselves on place. | would submit that it was their affinity with and
sense of belonging to place that made staying bush possible. Place was the key to why they stayed and did not
leave. They queered the bush precisely because they stayed and took control over their own lives and over the
place where they lived.

Funding

Australian Government PhD scholarship.

Psychology, Community & Health
2013, Vol. 2(2), 58-197 @ P h
doi:10.5964/pch.v2i2.70 syc

publishing psychology


http://www.psychopen.eu/

73

A Sex-analytic Constructivist Approach to Case Conceptualization of a
Client’s Sexual Orientation
Stéphane With*®

[a] University of Geneva, SWITZERLAND.
stephane.with@unige.ch

Affirmative approaches to psychological interventions with Gay clients put a strong emphasis on the expertise
and sensitivity of mental health providers on the difficulties of growing up Gay and how information and disclosure
about non mainstream sexual identities is managed. Classical affirmative approaches to sexual minorities have
gone a long way towards educating mental health professionals on developmental challenges and lifestyles spe-
cific to the LGBT populations. However, in psychotherapeutic settings it is unclear how this information translates
into a clinically relevant case formulation. Drawing on my experience of working as a psychologist in a Gay men’s
health clinic in Lausanne Switzerland, | will present a sex-analytical constructivist case conceptualization model
that | find useful in working with non-heterosexual patients. The model is based on a systematic assessment of
a client’s sexual orientation through the interrelated but not necessarily overlapping dimensions of socio-sexual
identity formation, interpersonal affective style, gender norms socialization and erotic preferences. Clinical vignettes
will be used to illustrate the relevance of the model for counselling LGBT clients with mental health issues.

A Violéncia Normativa das Praticas Psi e o Dogma da Diferen¢a Sexual
Mario Carvalho®

[a] Instituto de Medicina Social, Universidade do Estado do Rio de Janeiro, BRAZIL.
mariofelipec@yahoo.com.br

Esse texto é fruto de algumas reflexdes iniciais sobre as praticas e tecnologias terapéuticas utilizadas por
profissionais da psicologia em servigos publicos de saude e da assisténcia social voltados para a populagao de
travestis e transexuais no Brasil (os centros de referéncia de combate a homofobia e o processo transexualizador).
Tanto na minha pesquisa de campo para o mestrado como na que venho desenvolvendo no doutorado, a militdncia
travesti e transexual vem sendo alvo de minha atengdo. Na analise que realizei sobre as principais demandas
desse movimento, é perceptivel a mediagao das ciéncias psi na maioria dos processos (alteracdo de nome e
sexo no registro civil e o0 acesso as tecnologias de transformacgéao corporal). O que pretendo € mostrar que os
pressupostos psicolégicos implicados nessa regulagéo psi afetam a atuagao profissional em diversas situagbes
que podem se configurar como uma silenciosa violéncia simbdlica, e um problema ético. Partindo de estudos
sobre o processo histérico da construgao biomédica da ideia de dois sexos distintos e opostos & possivel estabele-
cer a centralidade politica da diferenga sexual. Apesar de boa parte da psicologia se afastar de uma perspectiva
biolégica, tais pressupostos e ideologias, implicados na construgdo da idéia de dois sexos opostos e incomen-
suraveis, estao presentes em grande parte das teorias psicoldgicas e praticas clinicas. Certos conceitos e sistemas
de funcionamento psiquico postulados por Freud s&o evidentes em outras abordagens que ultrapassam a psic-
analise tradicional. Dentre tais conceitos destaco como mais preocupantes: o posicionamento frente as figuras
paterna e materna no complexo de Edipo, “a anatomia como destino” e a nogéo de psicogénese. A partir da an-
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alise dos usos de tais conceitos, surge a proposta de uma intervencgao clinico-politica, que ao invés de colocar
os processos de subjetivacéo relacionados a diferenga sexual como problema, centraria sua atengdo na face
politica do sofrimento psiquico.

Acoes Politicas e Efeitos de Subjetivagao: Segundas Trans-Tornadas -
Quando a Pesquisa é Intervengao
Gabriela Andrea Diaz®, Maria Juracy Filgueiras Toneli*

[a] Universidade Federal de Santa Catarina — UFSC, BRASIL.
gavypsi@yahoo.com.br, juracy.toneli@gmail.com

Desde 2010 o Nucleo de Pesquisa Margens da Universidade Federal de Santa Catarina, Brasil, trabalha com a
ONG ADEH-Associagao de Direitos Humanos com Enfoque na Sexualidade, fundada e coordenada por travestis.
A parceria inclui: Trabalhos com a denominada clinica da diversidade, com o objetivo de produzir dispositivos
clinicos para além dos ja consolidados; oficinas tematicas semanais (Segundas TRANS-tornadas) nas quais
discutem-se temas escolhidos pelo grupo, problematizando politicamente questées que, em geral, sdo tratadas
como individuais e psicolégicas; e a¢des politicas mais amplas, como campanhas e eventos de ordens distintas
(enfrentamento da violéncia heterossexista, advocacy em politicas publicas voltadas para essa populagao, capa-
citagbes, seminarios) e pesquisas conjuntas. O grupo de discussao que tomou o nome (por escolha do proprio
grupo) de Segundas TRANS-tornadas tem problematizado acerca de género, sexualidades, direitos humanos,
politica, politicas publicas, controlo social, visibilidade, opressdes, preconceitos e violéncia, entre outros temas.
Este grupo tem tido um crescimento constante de participantes e se tornado uma referéncia em espacos politicos
e educacionais, gerando novos campos de discussao, fomentando o crescimento da propria ONG, assim como
construindo novas atividades de pesquisa e extensdo. A instituicdo beneficia da intervencdo que tem promovido
maior participagdo, engajamento e politizacdo dos seus membros, assim como motivado novas participacdes,
novas parcerias e novos projetos de intervengéo que propiciam a ampliagdo dos debates. A horizontalidade es-
tabelecida pelo grupo ONG-Margens tem potencializado uma intensidade importante nos processos intersubjetivos
em curso. Embora n&o se possa afirmar cabalmente que mudangas importantes sdo advindas unicamente dos
trabalhos realizados, importa aqui a reflexdo acerca de modalidades mais participativas de pesquisa nas quais
as polaridades cartesianas como sujeito-objeto sdo colocadas em cheque. No caso dos sujeitos as margens do
sistema de direitos, parece fundamental o trabalho que potencialize aquilo que ja escapa, mas ainda nao encontra
referéncia mundana que o acolha.
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Adult Attachment Insecurity as a Moderator of the Relationship Between
Childhood Trauma and Depression
Stephanie H. Cook®, Patrick A. Wilson®

[a] Columbia University’s Mailman School of Public Health, Department of Sociomedical Sciences, UNITED STATES.

shc2121@columbia.edu

Research has shown that rates of trauma are higher among Men who have Sex with Men (MSM) than non-MSM,
and that childhood trauma is associated with poor mental health outcomes in adulthood. Theoretical work has
explored the relationship between childhood trauma and adult mental health; however, studies have not examined
the role of emotional bond formation as a potential moderator of the relationship. The ability to develop strong
emotional bonds with peers and romantic partners may inform our understanding of the relationship between
childhood trauma and mental health. This study aims to understand how attachment insecurity, or the lack of an
ability to develop emotional bonds with peers and romantic partners, moderates the relationship between childhood
trauma and depression. The sample consisted of 227 Young Black Men who have Sex with Men (YBMSM). Par-
ticipants completed a cross-sectional survey in which they were assessed on key constructs. Depression was
assessed using the 10-item Kessler scale (K-10). Childhood trauma was measured using a modified version of
the Traumatic Events Checklist (TEC). Adult attachment insecurity was assed using a modified version of the
Experiences in Close Relationships Revised Scale (ECR-R), which consists of the attachment anxiety and
avoidant subscales. Regression analysis was used to address the research aim. Thirty-six percent of participants
experienced physical abuse, 31% sexual harassment, and 23% sexual abuse. Twenty-five percent of participants
reported moderate to high attachment anxiety, while 26% reported high attachment avoidance. Findings from the
regression analysis suggested that the relationship between childhood trauma and depression was stronger for
those YBMSM who were high on attachment avoidance compared to those low on attachment avoidance. Attach-
ment anxiety did not act as a moderator. The results highlight the importance of considering emotional bond
formation in the development of interventions aimed at addressing trauma among YBMSM.

Funding

U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (U01 PS000700—Minority HIV/ AIDS Research Initiative); PI: Patrick A.
Wilson.

Affirmative Therapy Facing the new Wave of Reparative Therapy
Jimmy Ciliberto®, Federico Ferrari®

[a] Societa Italiana Psicoterapie Supportive delle Identita Sessuali, ITALY.

jimmy.ciliberto@hotmail.com, federico_ferrari79@yahoo.it

Even if homosexuality has been removed from both DSM and ICD, the advocates of reparative therapy are still
proposing, in many countries, treatments supposed to change sexual orientation from homosexual to heterosexual.
Although explicit views of homosexuality as “pathology” are nowadays marginalized in the scientific debate (but
still defended by several professionals), a few “Christian scientists” stick to the principle that the idea of homosexu-
ality as a “sin” should be respected, and a client’s request to change his or her homosexual orientation should be
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accepted. Through the study of a) several systematic literature reviews, b) the publications of the above-mentioned
“scientists”, and c) our clinical practice, we intend to show the epistemological, methodological and ethical issues
of such clinical proposals. These researches, although cited in some scientific literature, have no internal, external
or construct validity, and they confuse the concept of “sexual orientation” with the concept of “sexual orientation
identity”. An even more serious ethical problem arises when some clinicians theorise a gay-to-straight conversion
on the “sexual orientation identity” level, with no exploration of the individuals’ actual sexual orientation. Especially
since these proposals are particularly appealing to those religious groups of LGB clients who do not feel recognized
in their specific difficulties. Affirmative therapies traditionally did not intercept the requests of some groups left out
from the mainstream (i.e. religious homosexual individuals). An updated affirmative approach needs to be more
flexible towards socio-cultural differences within the LGB community, and focus more on an epistemological level,
able to challenge the traditional concept of “normality” through a more inclusive and non-heterosexist representation.

Age, Spiritual Well-Being and Homonegativity: Religious Identity and
Practices Among LGB Persons in Portugal
Carla Moleiro®, Nuno Pinto?®, Jaclin Freire®

[a] ISCTE-IUL/CIS, PORTUGAL.
carla.moleiro@iscte.pt

Religion and spirituality play an important role in the lives of many people. Psychological research tends to
demonstrate a positive relationship between religiosity, spirituality and physical and mental health. The present
study explored the effects of age on spiritual well-being and internalized homonegativity among Portuguese Les-
bian, Gay, and Bisexual (LGB) persons. A set of questionnaires were filled out by 471 LGB participants: The
Lesbian, Gay, and Bisexual Identity Scale, the Spiritual Well-Being Scale, and the Multidimensional Measurement
of Religiousness and Spirituality. While most participants had been raised Catholic, only 17% currently belonged
to a religious denomination. Participants higher in religious well-being were more likely to have concerns in con-
cealing their sexual identity. Existential well-being was related to higher identity affirmation. Older participants
reported better spiritual well-being and lower homonegativity.
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Amor Parental (in)Condicional: Estudo Sobre a Influéncia da Percec¢ao da
Aceitacao/Rejeicao Parental em Gays, Lésbicas e Bissexuais

Carlos André Nogueira Oliveira®, Francisco Luis Baptista de Sa Machado®, Ana Sofia Antunes
das Neves®

[a] Instituto Superior da Maia, PORTUGAL.

andreoliveirapsi@hotmail.com

Atualmente, em Portugal e no mundo, os temas relacionados com a orientacao sexual tém-se apresentado com
elevada frequéncia e polémica. Contudo, apesar das relagbes homossexuais serem tao antigas como a prépria
humanidade, continuam a estar envoltas em preconceitos e mitos sociais responsaveis pela marginalizagao de
varios individuos, colocando-os frequentemente em desvantagem e potenciando a falta de seguranga, equilibrio
e estabilidade. A familia e as figuras parentais apresentam-se como o primeiro instrumento de socializagao da
maior parte dos sujeitos e tém um papel preponderante sobre a perspetiva com a qual cada individuo ira per-
cecionar o tema da orientagado sexual. Na verdade, € no préprio meio familiar que muitos/as ndo-heterossexuais
encontram o primeiro ambiente hostil face a sua orientagdo sexual e identidade. O presente estudo tem como
objetivo averiguar se a percegdo que homossexuais, lésbicas e bissexuais tém da aceitagao/rejeicao parental
durante a infancia se relaciona com a perce¢ao da aceitagao/rejei¢gdo parental aquando do coming out. Também
se pretende verificar se a rejeicao parental da orientagdo sexual, aquando da descoberta da mesma, pode conduzir
os individuos a manifestarem futuramente alteragdes nas disposi¢des da personalidade associadas ao desajusta-
mento psicolégico. A amostra obtida continha 84 participantes de ambos 0s sexos que se percecionavam como
homossexuais/Iésbicas ou bissexuais. A partir dos resultados obtidos, foi possivel concluir que a percegao de
niveis elevados de rejei¢cao parental durante a infancia esta relacionada com niveis igualmente altos de rejeicao
parental aquando do coming out. Verificou-se simultaneamente que as rejeigbes da figura paternal, perante a
orientagao sexual dos/as filhos/as ndo apresentam influéncia nas disposicdes da personalidade destes. Contudo,
provou-se que a rejeicdo maternal na mesma situagao acarreta graves consequéncias no desajustamento
psicoldgico dos/as ndo-heterossexuais. Nomeadamente a nivel da autoestima, da auto-adequacéo, da n&o-re-
sponsividade emocional e da instabilidade emocional.

An Experimental Survey: Homosexuality and Religiousness
Alessia Cuccurullo®, Gabriella De Simone®, Valentina Paola Cesarano

[a] Centro di Ateneo SInAPSI, Universita degli Studi di Napoli Federico Il, ITALY. [b] Dipartimento di Studi Umanistici, Universita degli Studi
di Napoli Federico Il, ITALY.

alessia.cuccurullo85@gmail.com

This contribution wants to connect three individual and social dimensions: religiosity, personal values and attitudes
towards homosexuality. Allport identifies two opposed elements within people religiousness: the intrinsic and the
extrinsic. The first one is related to the true faith: the individual truly believes and lives his religious life with firm
belief. The second one is related to an utilitarian aspect of religion, which is "used" by the individual to gain ad-
vantages (even if it is not conscious). Starting from this theoretical premise, we propose to analyze how and in
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what manner these two components, related to personal values, influence the approach against gay and lesbian
people. This work aims to investigate how personal values and religiosity can influence individual attitudes towards
gay people. To reach our goal a questionnaire has been realized and distributed. It consists of two parts: a socio-
anagraphic data-collection for the first part and three scales for the second part. The first one of these scales is
meant to investigate the personal values (PVQ questionnaire); the second one examines the degree of extrinsic
and intrinsic religiosity on the basis of the theory of Allport (I / ER scale), and finally the third scale evaluates indi-
vidual opinions, considerations and attitudes about homosexuality (AO scale). Data analysis of the questionnaire
was performed with SPSS software Analysis. The questionnaire was administered by way of web, through several
channels: it was spread through the “Facebook” social network and the www.bullismoomofobico.it website and it
was sent by post as well. Currently 296 questionnaires were collected, while the data collection will end on
20/05/2013. This not-fully procession of data shows how religiosity and personal values can influence the behaviors
and the attitudes against LGBT population.

An International Survey on Bisexual Workplace Discrimination
Karen Yescavage®, Ann Tweedy”

[a] Colorado State University, UNITED STATES. [b] Hamline University, UNITED STATES.

karen.yescavage@colostate-pueblo.edu

Bisexuals often get overlooked in research. For example, while workplace discrimination has been studied in
lesbians and gays, it has yet to occur for bisexually-identified workers. The purpose of the research is to provide
descriptive statistics on workplace discrimination experiences of individuals who label themselves as bisexual
and/or experience both same and other gendered attractions. A descriptive survey was constructed drawing upon
other workplace discrimination surveys (e.g., discrimination of employees with multiple sclerosis). After obtaining
IRB approval, the survey was posted online at Survey Monkey. Participants were recruited originally in the United
States, and then globally, by sending out the link to various electronic bisexual organizations (e.g., BiNet). A total
of 187 completed surveys were gathered. Of them, 149 of the respondents reside in the United States; 19 were
from England, 11 were from Australia, three from the Netherlands, three from Canada, and one from Germany.
Discrimination rates were fairly similar across countries, ranging from 47 to 64%. Of the 111 respondents who
specifically identified as bisexual, 51.4% (n = 57) reported having experienced discrimination in the workplace.
Of the 57 participants who reported experiencing workplace discrimination, approximately 38% indicated the most
recent experience occurred between one and five years ago; another 36% reported their most recent experience
as having occurred five or more years ago. Promisingly, only 25% reported their most recent experience of dis-
crimination as having occurred within the past year. Only five respondents (8.6%) reported filing any kind of
complaint about the discrimination. Four of them filed an internal complaint in the organization, and only one
person went to a local or state agency. Conclusion: Out bisexuals appear to be fairly frequent targets of employment
discrimination; however, they seldom seek relief. More work needs to be done to reduce stigma against bisexuals.
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An Online Survey of Minority Stress and Health Among LGBT Young People
in Ireland
Cathy Kelleher®

[a] Dublin Institute of Technology, IRELAND.

cathy.kelleher@dit.ie

LGBT young people are becoming more visible, but have traditionally been stigmatized within Irish society. Within
a minority stress conceptualization, experiences of prejudice and discrimination resulting from sexual stigmatization
constitute unique stressors that can have negative health outcomes for LGBT persons. This study aimed to invest-
igate minority stress and its relationship to psychological distress among LGBT young people in Ireland. The re-
search is part of a mixed methods exploration of minority stress and health among LGBT young people, which
aims to provide empirical findings that may be used to inform measures to challenge heterosexism and to develop
appropriate supports for young people experiencing minority stress. Measures assessing three components of
minority stress (internalized homonegativity, stigma consciousness and heterosexist experiences), and psycholo-
gical distress were administered online to self-identified LGBT young people aged 16 to 24 years (n = 301) using
convenience and snowball sampling. Bivariate associations and linear regression revealed that each minority
stressor had a significant independent association with psychological distress. Multiple regression analysis iden-
tified the linear combination of the minority stressors as significantly predictive of psychological distress among
the young people (F(3,201) = 30.80, p =< .001), accounting for 31.5% of the variance. Findings emphasize the
importance of understanding the impact of sexual stigma on the health of LGBT young people, and thus have
implications for health professionals and policy makers interested in improving conditions for young people who
experience difficulties resulting from sexual minority status.

Funding
Department of Education and Science, Government of Ireland.

Arguments Against Same-Sex Marriage in the British Press
Adam Jowett®

[a] Coventry University, UNITED KINGDOM.

adam.jowett@coventry.ac.uk

Debates over same-sex marriage are taking place around the world, including within the UK. These often take
the form of two parallel debates; one between LGBT people about accommodation and resistance and another
between liberals and conservatives, as ‘publicly’ played out in the mainstream media. The arguments used in the
latter debate are often considered to be polarised between liberal arguments drawing on human rights discourses
vs. conservative arguments drawing on moral discourses. This paper builds on and extends previous critical social
psychological work on arguments against LGBT equality by critically exploring conservative arguments used to
oppose same-sex marriage in the British press. Editorial/opinion/comment pieces (n = 105) and published letters
to editors (n = 103) were sampled over a nine month period (October 2011 — June 2012) from just after the UK
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Government’s announcement of a public consultation on extending civil marriage to same-sex couples, to the
end of the consultation period. The data was analysed using thematic analysis, theoretically drawing on the tradition
of rhetorical psychology. Seven arguments were identified: (1) Marriage is by definition and tradition a union
between a man and a woman; (2) Marriage is designed as a framework for raising children; (3) If you allow gay
marriage now, it will be polygamous and incestuous marriage next; (4) Same-sex marriage would threaten the
right to religious freedom; (5) Same-sex couples already have equal rights; (6) Changing the law to allow same-
sex marriage would be undemocratic; and (7) The Government should focus on bigger priorities. Many of the ar-
guments used to oppose equal marriage were a reworking of arguments previously used to oppose LGBT
equality, however, human rights discourses were also mobilised by opponents and there was a notable absence
of arguments explicitly based on assertions that homosexuality is immoral. These arguments will be discussed
in relation to their rhetorical context.

Assessing use and Impact of the Internet to Meet Sexual Parthers Among
Portuguese Gay/Bisexual Men
Nuno Nodin®, Alex Carballo-Diequez”®, Isabel Leal®

[a] Unidade de Investigacdo em Psicologia e Saude, PORTUGAL. [b] HIV Center for Clinical and Behavioral Studies, UNITED STATES.
nunonodin@netcabo.pt

The Internet is currently an important medium used by many to socialize and to find relationships and sex. Gay
and bisexual men have been shown to be keen users of the Internet to meet sexual partners and several lines of
research have focused on different aspects of that experience. Engaging with contemporary discussions around
the impact of ubiquitous Internet use on the individual, this paper intends to increase our understanding of how
eminently social and sexual experiences with other men facilitated by the Internet are evaluated and may have
an impact on self-perception. On a previous phase of the study 36 gay and bi men were interviewed regarding
their experiences of meeting other men online. Analysis of those interviews informed the development of a survey
covering the main themes that came out of that process. This survey was available online and advertised for
several months during 2009. In total, 317 men filled out the survey. Exploratory factor analysis allowed the identi-
fication of six dimensions that were in accordance with the theoretical principles that guided the design of the
scale. These six dimensions cover both positive and less positive aspects of the online experience for men who
use it to meet others for sex: 1) Positive impact of the Internet; 2) Negative Impact of the Internet; 3) Self-objecti-
fication online; 4) Internet as a sexual facilitator; 5) Mistrust of online contacts; 6) The Internet as preferential
vehicle for sexual interactions. The scale we developed about men’s online experiences presents statistical con-
sistency and may be used to explore men’s experiences online and how these affect them.

Funding
Fundagéo Para a Ciéncia e Tecnologia, Portugal (SFRH/BD/17396/2004).
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"Babaeng Bakla": Friendships Between Women and Gay Men in the
Philippines
Beatriz A. Torre®, Eric Julian Manalastas®

[a] University of the Philippines, PHILIPPINES.
beatriz.torre@gmail.com

In Philippine culture, "babaeng bakla" (an indigenous concept that literally means 'women who are gay men’)
refers to women who associate with and develop close friendships with gay men and participate in gay cultural
activities. This paper discusses four research studies that investigate friendships between straight women and
gay men and explore the "babaeng bakla" phenomenon. Study 1 used focus groups, interviews, and questionnaire
research to investigate the development and dynamics of friendships between straight women and gay men in
an urban Manila-based university sample. In studies 2 and 3, we used both imported and indigenous personality
measures to test the hypotheses (based on findings from Study 1) that women who are "babaeng bakla" might
differ from other women along particular trait dimensions. Finally, study 4 used focus group data to examine other
dimensions that comprise the Filipino "babaeng bakla" identity. Straight women identified benefits of friendship
with gay men, including enhanced self-esteem and participation in Filipino gay culture, while gay men reported
obtaining support for their sexual identity from friendships with women. Other aspects of these friendships, including
costs and mutual influences, were also noted. Further, Filipina women with close gay friends were perceived to
share particular traits such as being open-minded, assertive, and talkative. Dimensions of the "babaeng bakla"
identity included: understanding and use of local gay slang, a large number of gay men in male social networks,
a self-perceived shared mind-set and feelings of empathy with gay men, and labelling and identification by others
as "babaeng bakla". Using our findings from Studies 1 through 4, we developed a model that suggests that Filipina
women with certain personality characteristics form a reciprocal attraction with gay men. This leads them to de-
velop close friendships with gay men and in turn fashion a "babaeng bakla" identity within Filipino gay culture.

Barebacking sex: Discursividades na Midia Impressa Brasileira e na Internet
Paulo Rodrigues de Paula®, Mara Coelho de Souza Lagoa

[a] Universidade Federal de Santa Catarina, BRAZIL.
sergiorodrhigues@gmail.com, maralago7 @gmail.com

Barebacking € um termo de origem Inglesa, que denomina um estilo de montar um cavalo sem o uso da sela e
tem sido usado para descrever o envolvimento ntencional, deliberado e consciente em relagdes sexuais sem uso
de preservativo. Este estudo teve como objetivo analisar os discursos sobre a pratica do barebacking sex na
midia brasileira e na Internet. Ressalto que o objeto desta pesquisa ndo sdo necessariamente os Barebackers,
mas os discursos sobre bareback no Brasil, ou seja, como tém se constituido as discursividades sobre esta
pratica no contexto social Brasileiro. O corpus da pesquisa é formado por artigos de pesquisas académicas,
artigos de revistas de grande circulagdo no Brasil (Veja, Epoca, Isto E) e outros documentos capturados na Internet,
como jornais, sites e blogs, tendo como tema principal o barebacking sex. Com base nos documentos analisados,
é possivel afirmar que nestas discursividades predominam os discursos bio-médicos prevencionistas, em que
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0s meios de comunicagao, de modos muitas vezes sensacionalistas, cumprem o papel de trazer o tema ao grande
publico. Entretanto, quando o assunto é o praticante bareback, os discursos acabam contribuindo para a ma-
nutencdo de estigmas que ha séculos acompanham os individuos homossexuais, com criticas moralizantes,
criminalizadoras e patologizadoras, produzindo o que pode ser chamado de homossexualizag&do do barebacking
Sex.

Funding
CNPq.

Belgian Heterosexuals’ Attitudes Toward Homosexual Couples and Families
Salvatore D’Amore*®, Robert-Jay Green®, Thérése Scali®, Giulia Liberati®

[a] University of Liege, BELGIUM. [b] Alliant University, UNITED STATES. [c] University of Louvain, BELGIUM.
S.DAmore@ulg.ac.be

In Belgium, marriage and adoption for gays and lesbians are legal since respectively 2003 and 2006. Despite the
legalization, public opinion is still not unanimous and some heterosexuals continue to disapprove those families.
This study aims at examining the correlated variables of positive and negative attitudes toward same-sex marriage
and same-sex parenting. Attitudes were assessed through self-report questionnaires in a cohort of 1304 hetero-
sexual participants that are resident in Belgium, 72% Females, 28% males aged from 18 to 40. It is hypothesized
that correlates of positive attitudes toward SSM and GLP will be associated with female gender, lower religiosity,
non-Protestant religions, liberal political ideology, and higher education and socioeconomic status. Results suggest
that toward same-sex marriage females are significantly more favourable than males. People aged 18-25 are
significantly more favourable than older age groups. Atheists/agnostics are significantly more favourable than all
religious groups. Left-wing are significantly more favourable than right-wing. Females are significantly more fa-
vourable than males toward same-sex parents. These preliminary results seem to confirm our hypothesis and
underline the interest of this study. Currently we are expanding the sample in order to balance the variable sex
of participants because discrepancy is likely to be a significant bias.

Beliefs About Being HIV-Negative Among Gay and Bisexual Men
Garrett Prestage®’, Jack Bradley®, Michael Hurley®, Graham Brown”

[a] Kirby Institute, University of New South Wales, AUSTRALIA. [b] Australian Research Centre in Sex Health and Society, La Trobe University,
AUSTRALIA.

gprestage@kirby.unsw.edu.au

The reliability of any communication about HIV serostatus between sex partners depends on their confidence in
their own serostatus. The validity of gay and bisexual men’s knowledge about HIV serostatus is often assessed
in relation to testing history and risk behaviour. However, little is known about their own assessment of how reliable
is their belief in being HIV-negative. We conducted an online survey of 2306 Australian gay and bisexual men.
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The 2076 men who believed they were HIV-negative were asked about how ‘confident’ they were in being HIV-
negative. Most men were ‘very confident’ (45.0%) or ‘certain’ (37.2%) of being HIV-negative, regardless of their
testing history. Being confident about being HIV-negative was independently associated with having fewer than
10 casual partners (AOR = 0.48; C/ 0.36-0.64; p < 0.001), and not having engaged in UAIC in the previous six
months (AOR = 0.49; C/ 0.37-0.66; p < 0.001). Sexual position during UAIC made little difference. Confidence in
being HIV-negative appears to be more closely tied to an assessment of the degree of risk involved than it is to
testing history. Men’s feelings about themselves also seem to be an important factor in assessing men’s confidence
in their own HIV status. Accurate communication about HIV status is critical and clear and practical guidance
about relative risk for different sex practices and with specific partners, complemented by increased availability
of easy to access strategically targeted testing, may be helpful.

Between Marriage and Murder: Homophobic Violence, Identity and
Psychology in South Africa
Melanie Judge*®

[a] University of the Western Cape, SOUTH AFRICA.
melanie@)justcommunication.co.za

South Africa, the first country in Africa to recognise marriage between people of the same sex, is seized with the
contradictions between the achievement of formal equality for gay and lesbian people on the one hand, and their
murderous exclusion on the other. This marriage/murder nexus spotlights the cultural, material, social and political
dynamics that shape, and are shaped by, gay/lesbian sexuality and citizenship. Moreover, public representations
of homophobic violence in post-apartheid South Africa articulate something of the wider psychosocial context.
What do these representations both expose and conceal about the intersectional operations of sexuality, gender
and race in South Africa? What is the impact of dominant representations of violence on the advancement of social
justice for gay and lesbian people and their citizenship? How do narratives on violence trouble notions of an em-
powered/disempowered lesbian and gay person? Through an engagement with post-structural theories and
reading these against selected narratives on homophobic violence, the paper aims to consider key challenges
and opportunities for psychology - as a site of activism - in advancing sexual and gender transformation, both in
South Africa and beyond.

Bisexuality in Online Women-Seeking Women Personal Advertisements
Magdalena Mijas®, Marta Dora®

[a] Institute of Psychology, Jagiellonian University, POLAND.
magda.mijas@gmail.com
Our paper will present partial results of research project focused on on-line Women-Seeking-Women (WSW)

personal advertisements, aimed to explore processes underlying the construction of Polish women's non-hetero-
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sexual identities. We will focus specifically on those advertisements that included any references to the category
of bisexuality: advertisements written by bisexual women and advertisements seeking or excluding bisexual recip-
ients. The general aim of this analysis is to reconstruct and discuss how category of bisexuality is used and con-
structed in WSW personal advertisements. Analysis included personal advertisements published within two months
at www.kobiety-kobietom.com — the oldest and the biggest Polish website dedicated exclusively to non-hetero-
sexual women. Among nearly 600 advertisements selected for further analysis 38 (6%) included references to
bisexuality. All advertisements were carefully coded within three general categories of data identified: motives for
publishing the advertisement expressed by the author, personal characteristics revealed by the author and char-
acteristics expected from potential recipient. The process of coding was followed by both qualitative and quantit-
ative data analysis. Analysis revealed significant differences in the use of category of bisexuality depending on
the motives for publishing personal advertisement expressed by its author. For example bisexuality was sexual
identity the least often disclosed spontaneously by the authors of advertisements seeking for intimate and stable
relationship and at the same time most often excluded as an identity of potential intimate partner. Bisexual identity
was spontaneously disclosed almost exclusively by women seeking only for sexual partners and at the same time
most often expected by them as the identity of potential sexual partner. Above mentioned and other identified
regularities reveal pervasive bi-phobic beliefs underlying the construction of bisexual subjectivities as described
in WSW personal advertisements. Furthermore, described ways of using the category of bisexuality strengthens
back the reproduction of harmful stereotypes.

Breaking a Taboo: the Psycho-Cultural Component of Homosexuals’ “Gay”
Life-Style
Avner Hadas®

[a] "Zevet metaplim", gay friendly psychotherapy organization, ISRAEL.
Avner.hadas@gmail.com

Gay people usually grow up in a homophobic or heterosexist environment, hence, absorbing and partially identi-
fying with one of western society's main taboos, the taboo on homosexuality practice. The Freudian concept of
"Totem and Taboo" refers to that singular moment of the birth of human culture in time. In this sense, culture was
created to fill the gap between the “desired” and the “forbidden”. “Gay culture” involuntarily carries the “moral
code” of its “parents” and ironically imposes upon its own self a highly stressful ambivalence. Absorbing a Taboo
creates an extraordinarily powerful and mental inhibition: If one dares to contemplate doing the “forbidden”, he or
she in essence becomes the “forbidden”. In the case of homosexuality, the very thought of committing the “sin”
of homosexuality infuses the “sinner” with all the guilt, shame and fear of already having committed the sin, even
when he/she abstains from actually “doing it”. The young homosexual must learn to navigate many boundaries
and barriers for a successful integration into the family and society. A connection is thus established between the
crossing of the “Taboo Barrier” and the onset of the mental "closet". The actual practicing of homosexual sex may,
therefore, be consciously perceived as crossing the Taboo, and unconsciously connected to the early "closet",
which was created in response to paternal rejection. These two components combine to create the well familiar
phenomenon of very fluid emotionless sexual boundaries, typical for many gay men. Once they “break the Taboo”,
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then all “sexual barriers” may be torn asunder. There is a sense of total freedom without forgiveness. A pervasive
aching need remains. A Clinical case is portrayed and implications for psychotherapy are discussed.

Bullying of Tongzhi Youth: A Qualitative Investigation in Hong Kong Chinese
Society
Diana K. Kwok®

[a] Department of Applied Social Studies; City University of Hong Kong, CHINA.
ssdiana@cityu.edu.hk

“Education for All Children” (7 # £ #7) is the education principle of the Chinese traditional scholar Confucius. It
means every student in school should be treated equally. However, the truth is far from this ideal in Hong Kong
secondary schools. Tongzhi or sexual minority/LGBQ (lesbian, gay, bisexual, and questioning/queer) students
were perceived as receiving the highest rate of discrimination in secondary schools. The general public’s view
towards non-heterosexuality is “homophobic” with Kwok, Wu & Shardlow pointing out that discrimination and
school bullying based on sexual orientation has not been prohibited by law. However, the great number of research
on bullying does not address sexual orientation as a possible factor, especially in Hong Kong Chinese society
where the emphasis of ‘Xiao’ (meaning filial piety) in Chinese Confucianism makes the risk of coming out for
tongzhi students a greater threat than it is for Euro-Americans. The present study aims to generate themes, from
service providers and youth social workers’ perspectives, to understand the bullying against lesbian and gay youth
in Hong Kong, a society with a strong influence of Chinese Confucianism. We used grounded theory approach
with individual and focus group interviews, to collect data with 25 informants. Interviews were recorded and tran-
scribed verbatim. The qualitative data coding process was facilitated through a qualitative software programme,
NVivo. Strategies to ensure the trustworthiness of this research were used in the research process. Several
themes emerged: Pervasiveness of the bullying; Sites and perpetrators; Institutional heterosexism and bullying;
Minority Stress as effects of bullying; Strategies to address bullying. Individual and institutional heterosexism
should be targeted in bullying interventions through multi-level efforts, through professional training and policy
change.

Funding
Liberal Arts and Social Sciences Grant (9610173).
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Bullying y Adolescencia: El rol de la Masculinidad Hegemoénica, el Sexismo
y la Homophobia
Maria Victoria Carrera-Fernéndez®®, Maria Lameiras-Fernandez®’, Yolanda Rodriguez-Castro™

[a] Universidad de Vigo, SPAIN. [b] Pablo Vallejo-Medina, Universidad de Santo Tomas, COLOMBIA.

mavicarrera@uvigo.es

La tradicién psicoeducativa de estudio del bullying se focalizé mayoritariamente en factores individuales de victimas
y agresores, obviando los factores socioculturales. Recientes investigaciones comienzan a interesarse por el
estudio de la influencia de variables de género (estereotipos, actitudes sexistas y homoéfobas); no obstante, estos
trabajos son escasos y han abordado separadamente la influencia de estas variables. El objetivo del estudio es
evaluar la influencia conjunta de los estereotipos de género, las actitudes sexistas, homofébicas y lesbofébicas,
sobre las actitudes hacia el bullying y el bullying. Una muestra representativa de 1.500 adolescentes espafoles
de entre 12 y 18 afios (49.3% chicas) completaron un cuestionario en el que se incluyeron medidas de bullying,
actitudes hacia el bullying, rasgos estereotipados por el género (instrumentalidad y expresividad), sexismo hostil
y benevolente, y actitudes hacia homosexuales y lesbianas. Los chicos obtienen puntuaciones significativamente
mas elevadas en todas las variables evaluadas, excepto en sexismo benevolente. Se obtienen dos modelos
similares para ambos sexos. Por un lado, el sexismo benevolente, y en el caso de los chicos las actitudes mas
positivas hacia homosexuales, predicen, cuando estan siendo mediadas por unos rasgos de género mas expresivos,
unas actitudes mas negativas hacia el bullying. Por otro lado, se observa un patrén inverso donde el sexismo
hostil, mediado por unos rasgos de género instrumentales, predice unas actitudes mas favorables hacia el bullying.
Las actitudes hacia el bullying estan fuertemente relacionadas con la conducta de maltrato entre iguales. Explicando
las cinco variables un 58% de la varianza de la conducta de maltrato (modelo chicas) y un 37% (modelo chicos).
Destaca el caracter fuertemente “generizado” del bullying y la necesidad de incluir componentes de género en
los programas de prevencion, orientados a reconocer el caracter construido del género, fomentar su flexibilizacion
y promocionar actitudes positivas hacia la igualdad y la diversidad sexual.

"Can | Help you sir? Oh, Sorry ma'am!": On the Self-Initiated Self-Repair of
‘Incorrect' Masculine Gender Categorisations in Everyday Interaction
Susan Hansen®

[a] Department of Psychology, Middlesex University, UNITED KINGDOM.

s.hansen@mdx.ac.uk

This paper presents a preliminary analysis of some instances of the self-initiated self-repair of gender categories
in talk-in-interaction. Here, | am concerned with some instances of everyday talk where 'masculinity’ is 'incorrectly'
ascribed to a present party and then retracted and repaired to an alternative 'correct' gender category - and with
the 'social trouble' that ensues. This trouble appears to be evident in either a) a swift apology for the patent
‘misidentification’ and for any potential offence caused to the person so categorised; or, less commonly, b) by
'taking offence' at the 'category-transgressor' and issuing a further, 'derogatory' categorisation (e.g. "dyke") to the
person-mistakenly-categorised. | argue that attention to such 'troubled' exchanges represent one way to approach
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gender and (hetero)sexuality as intersubjectively produced and recognised in talk-in-interaction. The ethical limit-
ations germane to the collection of such ecologically valid data that might permit the pursuit of further instances
of gender miscategorisation and repair in everyday interaction are discussed.

Coming out, Coming Home or Leaving Home: Young Chinese Lesbians’
Choices
Yiran Wang®

[a] Amsterdam Institute for Social Science Research (AISSR), University of Amsterdam, THE NETHERLANDS.
Y.Wang2@uva.nl

In contemporary China, “coming out” has become a controversial topic within LGBT communities and academia.
It is considered an imported notion from the West and, therefore, less applicable in Chinese contexts. The local
notion “coming home” has emerged recently, which means including same-sex partner as a familial member
without explicit disclosure of the nature of the relationship. However, in my research | found that “leaving home”
is becoming the most used strategy for lesbians in dealing with their natal family. During 2011-2012, | interviewed
12 young Chinese lesbians in Beijing. Based on these narratives, | analyse their relations with their natal families,
negotiating between coming out, coming home and leaving home. 1. Coming home avoids labelling somebody
with a stigmatized identity. It provides an ambiguous space, makes sexual minorities accepted gradually without
direct conflicts, and accommodates tacit support. 2. However, coming home has its cost: only silent, de-politicized,
de-sexualized, long-term monogamous relationships can be tolerated. 3. Eventually, most of my informants, in-
cluding those who had explicitly come out to their families, chose the way of leaving home, rather than coming
home, to pursue their same-sex identity and lifestyle. Behind the discourses of coming out and coming home, two
important questions will be discussed: what is closet, and where is home? If both the closet and the home are
constructed by heteronormativity, neither being “out” nor being “home” can put an end to inequality and violence
based on sex, gender and sexuality.

Comparing Co-Parenting Among Gay- and Straight-Parented Triads
Salvatore D’Amore®, Marina Miscioscia®, Marie Delvoye®

[a] Faculty of Psychology, University of Liege, BELGIUM.
S.DAmore@ulg.ac.be

Co-parenting concerns the ways in which mothers and fathers function together as parents, how they cooperate,
support and/or undermine each other in their reciprocal presence or absence, and how they manage triadic pro-
cesses. Very few researches have been conducted comparing lesbian and gay parented families with heterosexual
parented families, on this particular family process. In this perspective, the aim of this study is to compare co-
parenting among a sample of 16 lesbian headed families, and three groups of families’ triads (30 heterosexual
headed families with their first child, 30 heterosexual headed families with their first child born through alternative
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insemination) that refer to the validation study of FAAS. The lesbian parented sample was recruited by contacting
LGBT parents associations. Participants had become mothers through alternative insemination, the biological
mothers' mean age was 33.56 (SD = 5.03) and the non-biological mothers' mean age was 35.0 (SD = 6.48). The
age of children was 21.5 months (SD = 19.81). We applied the Mann-Whitney U Test for the age of child and no
significant difference was found. Socioeconomic status in both samples ranged from middle-class to upper middle-
class. The Lausanne Triadic Play (LTP) was used to observe parental alliances, and the FAAS coding system
was used to assess the following variables: participation, organisation, focalisation and affective contact. Results
with t-test analysis showed that in terms of co-parenting behaviour (cooperation, direct and/or indirect parental
support at instrumental or emotional levels, overt or covert conflicts) no significant difference was found between
heterosexual parents and lesbian parents. On the contrary, we found a significant difference between lesbian
parented families and heterosexual headed families, referred due to post-partum psychopathology in mothers.
These results may be significant in our current longitudinal research and constitute an interesting basis to better
understand co-parenting and some child development issues.

Comprension de las Dinamicas de Relacion de Parejas del Mismo Sexo a
Partir de la Intervencion Clinica Sistémica
Carolina Herrera Small®, Juliana Andrea Torres Orozco®, Angela Hernandez Cérdoba®

[a] Facultad de Psicologia - Pontificia Universidad Javeriana, COLOMBIA.
carosmall2000@hotmail.com, jatocolom@hotmail.com, info@liberarte.co, terapia.liberarte@gmail.com

Este articulo surge de una investigacion que pretendié comprender las dinamicas relacionales de parejas del
mismo sexo que acuden a terapia y proponer un modelo de intervencion clinica desde el enfoque sistémico. Se
revisaron las premisas constructivistas y los conceptos de pareja, terapia de pareja y diversidad sexual. La met-
odologia de investigacion-intervencion con disefio mixto incluyé la revision de 98 historias clinicas y el analisis
del proceso terapéutico con 6 parejas. Se definieron dos tipos de parejas con caracteristicas distintas en cinco
ejes asociados a la emergencia del conflicto conyugal. El modelo terapéutico desarrollado requiere una evaluacion
completa de la dinamica conyugal que conecte el motivo de consulta y proponga estrategias que faciliten el
posicionamiento de los conyuges frente a las posibilidades de la relacion.

Constructing our Identities: Identities Amongst Lesbian Women Attending
University
Daniela Prado Castro®

[a] University of the Witwatersrand, SOUTH AFRICA.
daniela.mpc@gmail.com

Research on LGBTI groupings in psychology has often been considered from a pathological perspective, or the
identity of these groups as being defined by the coming out process. Thus, this research focused on the process
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of negotiation of identity by lesbian women beyond the coming out process and how this is influenced by relation-
ships encountered in the university environment. This research aimed to provide some insight into the lives of a
group of young women, by focusing on how they identify according to “categories” of lesbianism, including those
that have been prescribed historically as well as new forms or categories emerging in contemporary South Africa.
Research in queer theory is relatively new in South Africa, thus, interpretive research was the best paradigm for
addressing this research question. Focus groups provided a space for exploring the individual views as well as
the ways in which identities are constructed in social relations and the context in which these young women are
located. The sample consisted of 11 Lesbian-identified young women. The accounts that emerged from participants
highlight the ways in which the negotiation and interpretation of sexuality and sexual orientation are dealt with in
a South African context. A critical stance on the current situation for LBGTI people was adopted. Firstly, participants
were aware of the limitations of the constitution, and the way it selectively privileges portions of the LGBTI| com-
munity. The differential levels of “freedom of expression” experienced by these women depends on the intersec-
tionality of their sexuality with other categories such as race and class. Secondly, the constitution does provide
some freedoms, which if lost would be detrimental. Most importantly young lesbian women were aware of the
various social markers, which affect how they create their identities, and these are not separate from the hetero-
normative rules of society.

Coping in Childhood, Adolescence and Adulthood of 19 Transgender Adults
Katarina Alanko®, Minna Aspnaes®, Jessica Rintala®, Monica Algars®

[a] Abo Akademi, FINLAND.

katarina.alanko@abo.fi

The aim of the present study was to investigate empowering experiences in the lives of transgender persons. In
the present study, a life-span perspective was adopted, exploring the research participants’ experiences of sup-
portive factors during childhood, adolescence and adulthood. A convenience sample of 19 Finnish self-identified
transgender men and women were interviewed using a semi-structured interview. Data were analysed according
to grounded theory principles. Twenty-five repeating ideas were identified. The repeating ideas were grouped to-
gether into seven themes. Three higher-order constructs were created to describe the themes. The higher order
constructs were: social support, identity formation, and meaningful leisure time. Prior research on transgender
issues have mostly focused on stressors and possible negative consequences. The present work aimed at
identifying coping of transgender participants, identifying areas in which supportive activities in the lives of trans-
gender persons can be developed.
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Coping Strategies of Lesbians in Hungarian Society Today - Research by
the Hungarian Psychological Association
Andrea Ritter®, Katinka Kertesz®, David Czikora®

[a] Hungarian Psychological Association, HUNGARY.
katinka.kertesz@gmail.com

During the first months of 2013 the Hungarian Psychological Association (HPA) founded its twentieth section —
the Section for LGBTQ Psychology. The Association is the largest scientific organization liable for protection of
professional interests, organizing scientific events, research and education. The founding of the section plays
notable role in the history of Hungarian psychology. The founding was improved by psychologists committed to
this field, engaged in representing LGBTQ issues in the scientific life, giving mental support to LGBTQ people,
educating Hungarian psychologists in this field of science. The lecture makes a brief review of this forming process
and the beginning of the professional work in the section in connection with various psychological areas. One of
our first projects (in association with the Labrisz Lesbian Association) was a research focusing on the coping
mechanisms, stress and anxiety connected to minority stress among lesbian and bisexual women — using online
questionnaires. In our lecture we speak about the methods and the conclusion of the research. We plan to create
a longitudinal study by this method — developing a database by which we can follow the effects of social changes
in the mental health of these people.

Counselling Experience of Kwaa-Sing-Bit Youth: A Qualitative Investigation
in Hong Kong Chinese Society
Diana K. Kwok®

[a] Department of Applied Social Studies; City University of Hong Kong, CHINA.
ssdiana@cityu.edu.hk

Kwaa-sing-bit (% 1 A A £) individual is a Chinese word that can be loosely translated to mean a transgender or
gender variant individual. Western writings have documented that transgender people have experienced negative
attitudes from social institutions, such as family, school, and counselling service. Hill & Willoughby conceptualize
negative attitudes towards transgender people with the concepts of transphobia and genderism. Transphobia is
the feeling of revulsion towards those who express non-normative expressions of gender identity while genderism
is an ideology that reinforces the negative evaluation of gender non-conformity. To date, the school counselling
literature regarding transgender students’ experiences to navigate genderism and transphobia consists mostly of
non-empirical essays. In the face of rising international concern over the counselling needs of transgender students,
the school counselling profession that caters for the Hong Kong Chinese society has silenced the discussion re-
garding this issue. There is no systemic research on counselling experience with transgender or gender variant
students and no mandated counselling or social work training curriculum on transgender issues. The existing
body of knowledge generated from Euro-American societies may limit counselling practitioners’ understanding of
Chinese sexuality and gender expression through a culturally sensitive lens. Aim: This study aimed to generate
themes, from transgender students’ experiences, about counselling experiences in secondary schools while they
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were navigating school genderism and transphobia. We used individual and focus group interviews to collect data
with 7 transgender/gender variant individuals. Interviews were recorded and transcribed verbatim. The data coding
process was facilitated through a qualitative software programme, NVivo. Strategies to ensure the trustworthiness
of this research were used in the research process. Several themes emerged: Pervasive discriminations in schools;
Forms of discriminations; Impacts of discriminations, including their stress and coping strategies. The results inform
1) Code of Ethics for school counselling practitioners to provide discrimination free counselling service; 2) Culturally
sensitive training curricula for school counsellors.

Funding
Teaching and Development Grant.

Crossing Gender-Boundaries: How Transgressive is it, in What Ways, and
why?
René Hornstein®

[a] University of Osnabriick, GERMANY.

glaeserner.see@googlemail.com

Recent advances in theory have demonstrated that the mutual constitution of social identities should be considered
when conducting empirical research. What can an intersectionally-informed approach teach us on understanding
the transgressiveness of crossing gender-boundaries? Who perceives whose transgression in gender presentation
how? According to which criteria do we judge the extent of transgressiveness of gender presentation? This study
wants to find out how people who are experienced in LGBT research would conceptualise the research questions
and aims to thereby further refine these questions. The long-term goal is to inform a dissertation project on the
intersections of the disciplines of psychology, sociology and political theory building on practical knowledge psy-
chological researchers have with LGBT populations. Choosing an oral communication slot of 15 minutes on a pi-
oneer LGBT psychology conference the research participants are recruited on their interest in the oral communic-
ation abstract in the conference programme. The researcher leads a focus group through the oral communication,
being aware of his position of authority in the situation. Participants' contributions will be recorded, if consented
to, and thorough notes will be taken. Exact content of results cannot be predicted as it will be a highly complex,
non-controlled field situation with a lot of dependent variables. The researcher is optimistic that the contributions
of participants will lead to further refinement of the research question and design. Conclusions: The unusual ap-
proach to the submission of an abstract to an oral congresses communication may be rewarded by advancement
of researcher's and participants' awareness of the complexity of the issue of transgressiveness in gender
presentation.
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Dealing With Alternative Sexual Orientation in Schools and Homes in Nigeria
Jessica Ezekiel-Hart®

[a] Ignatius Ajuru University of Education, NIGERIA.

jessvalhart@yahoo.com

Many African countries are not favourably disposed to alternative sexual orientation. Nigeria may take a concrete
step in criminalizing same sex marriage and all such relationships following a bill passed by the Senate (the nation’s
highest law-making organ) stipulating a fourteen-year jail sentence to “offenders”. While Christians abhor it, the
“offence” can attract as much as a death penalty among the Muslim faithful. Thus, politically, religiously and cul-
turally, Nigeria is highly homophobic. But globally there is an upsurge in the recognition of the increasing number
of persons outside mainstream sexual orientation. As part of the global village, Nigeria obviously has persons
with these tendencies, which also may be increasing, particularly among the more adventurous group — the ad-
olescents; yet, not even as a starting point is sexual education taught either in school or at home to enable this
group to handle their sexuality. This paper will try to make sense of Lesbians, Gay, Transgender and Bi-sexual
(LGTB) rights vis-a-vis the government’s apparent violation of these rights. An attempt will be made to find altern-
ative approaches in dealing with homosexuals that will not blatantly impinge on their rights. In all, the importance
of liberty must not be undermined, for without freedom there can be no room for equality.

Defective Communication in Transgender Psychosocial Readaptation: The
Example of Verbal Nondisclosure of Gender Identity
Tatiana Zborovskaya®

[a] Institute of Linguistics, Russian Academy of Sciences, RUSSIA.
notre2005@yandex.ru

Therapeutic guidelines for transgender healthcare note that a variety of psychosocial disadaptation symptoms
could arise as an epiphenomenon of transsexualism, such as failure to gain appropriate role in a situation and to
acquire habits of communication and interaction, individuality smearing, discontent with one’s position in the group,
or low efficacy of the communication potential. Medical assistance aims at patient’s readaptation in the assumed
gender. To develop this on a broader scale, it would be reasonable to extrapolate from transsexualism to a wide-
ranging transgender self-perception. Communication as a social medium plays a great role in the transgender
individual’s critical adaptation. The study focuses on the nondisclosure of actual gender identity as a factor inducing
defective communication, e.g. in an early stage of gender reassignment, and worsening social integration, and
aims to emphasize the role linguistic factors play in choosing an optimal adaptive strategy. To compare the levels
of communicational and psychological (dis)comfort in cases of verbal nondisclosure of Gender Identity (Gl),
transgender interviewees were given an identity inducing questionnaire of 9 potentially problematic communicative
situations (including outing, role confusion, official introduction etc.) to comment on, as well as Social Adaptation
Inventory, by R. Diamond & C. Rogers, and the UCLA Loneliness Scale. High scores in SAl and LS scales, coupled
with the quantity of mentioning communicational discomfort due to verbal nondisclosure of assumed gender
identity revealed by content analysis of comments provided, index defective communication. Parallels drawn
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between test results and use of gender-neutral language to avoid both discomforting Gl nondisclosure and objec-
tionable Gl outing provide a psycholinguistic base to transgender communication strategies during social readapt-
ation.

Desert Blooms: Resilience in Rural Queers of the US Southwest
Karen Yescavage®, C. Herrera Sanchez®, Heather Stover®, Adam Ward®, Jordin Lee®, Elizabeth
Woods*

[a] Colorado State University, UNITED STATES.
karen.yescavage@colostate-pueblo.edu

Much of the research conducted on LGBT individuals explores their psychological challenges. Additionally, LGBT
research in the United States often takes place in larger cities, especially on the east and west coasts, overlooking
experiences of those in rural settings. The purpose of this research is to use a positive psychological approach
to explore resiliency in rural queers living in the Southwest United States. Fifteen LGBT individuals (two-thirds
identifying as Mexican American) living in the southern Colorado region were recruited for face-to-face interviews.
Resilience was researched by asking questions of how rural queers identify themselves, how their various identities
intertwine (e.g., ethnic, religious, and sexual identities), as well as how they find resources, social support, and
others with whom to establish intimate relations. Individuals were also asked about their religious/spiritual beliefs;
lastly, they were interviewed regarding their ability to effectively cope with, i.e., bounce back from, prejudicial
comments and/or discriminatory experiences. Themes from their responses will be showcased. A common exper-
ience for LGBT individuals residing in small towns is to move away to a bigger city in order to feel safe or free to
be their authentic selves. People of colour who are also sexual or gender-expressing minorities are multiply
challenged to develop a positive self-identity. We explored how they managed their multiple selves and how and
with whom they shared their authentic selves. This research highlights not only the challenges LGBT individuals
face, particularly for those of Mexican descent and/or those living in a rural setting, but also ways in which resilience
is experienced in spite of these challenges. This is especially important to report given the high percentages of
queers who report suicidal ideation and/or attempts.

Determinants of Gay Affirmative Psychotherapy Among Therapists Practicing
in the United States
Edward J. Alessi®, Frank Dillon®, Mi Sung Kim®

[a] School of Social Work, Rutgers University, UNITED STATES. [b] School of Social Work, Florida International University, UNITED STATES.
ealessi@ssw.rutgers.edu

Evidence suggests that mental health interventions incorporating gay affirmative psychotherapy (GAP) techniques
may improve psychotherapy outcomes for lesbian, gay, and bisexual (LGB) clients. However, research has yet
to examine the determinants of GAP among mental health practitioners. The goal of this study was to test a
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model investigating the mechanisms through which hours of training and personal attitudes relate to practitioners’
engagement in GAP. We recruited 443 heterosexual psychologists (n = 270), clinical social workers (n = 110),
and marriage and family therapists (n = 63) living in the US. Participants completed on-line questionnaires examining
hours of training; attitudes toward LGB individuals; counselling self-efficacy; and beliefs and engagement in GAP.
A path analysis supported the proposed model in which counselling self-efficacy mediated the relationship between
hours of training and engagement in GAP. Both counselling self-efficacy and beliefs in GAP partially mediated
the relationship between attitudes toward LGB people and engagement in GAP. The proposed model provided
better fit to the data than competing models. Results suggest that increasing training opportunities and improving
attitudes toward LGB people may not be enough for practitioners to engage in GAP; it will be important to also
increase practitioners’ counselling self-efficacy and monitor their beliefs about gay affirmative practice. Implications
for psychotherapy with LGB clients will be discussed.

Funding
This study was funded by a Rutgers’ University faculty research grant awarded to Edward J. Alessi.

Developing a Sexual and Gender Diversity Position Statement for Psychology
Professionals in South Africa
Niel Victor®, Juan Nel®, Ingrid Lynch®

[a] University of South Africa, SOUTH AFRICA. [b] Research Psychologist, SOUTH AFRICA.
n.personal2@gmail.com

The struggle against the dominance of patriarchy and heteronormativity in South Africa is a key issue and people
from gender and sexually diverse backgrounds continue to be exposed to significant risks such as vulnerability
to stigma, discrimination and victimisation. This is potentially reflected in practices in mainstream mental healthcare,
which include a lack of an affirmative approach and at times instances of secondary victimisation. The situation
is even direr in most other African countries where no legal protection exists. Against this background, the
presentation reports on the development of an affirmative position statement on sexual- and gender diversity for
psychology professionals in South Africa as a precursor to more extensive practice guidelines. Itis part of a mainly
Arcus Foundation funded collaboration between the International Network on Lesbian, Gay, and Bisexual Concerns
and Transgender Issues in Psychology (INET) and the Psychological Society of South Africa (PsySSA), the
'PsySSA African LGBTI Human Rights Project'. The position statement - a first for the continent - is focused on
South African psychology professionals and mental health service providers. The involvement of professionals
from other African countries in this process, however, increases the future utility of the statement for associations
in those regions, in their own process of developing similar context-specific statements. We outline the process
of developing the statement and specifically attend to expressed concerns regarding relevance, negotiating the
politics of representation and language, the inclusion of gender diversity in addition to sexuality, and possible
implications of the position statement for the South African mental health context. The hope is that the work will
both inspire others as well as provide a forum for comment, input and feedback to guide the continuing South
African process of developing the position statement.
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Disclosure Decisions of Sexual Identity in Young Adult Males: Emergent
Cross-Cultural Themes Utilizing Grounded Theory
Robert A. Cleve®, Michael P. Dentato®, Vera Silvia Facciolla Paiva®

[a] The Chicago School of Professional Psychology, UNITED STATES. [b] Loyola University Chicago, UNITED STATES. [c] Universidade
de Sdo Paulo-PST & NEPAIDS, BRAZIL.

rcleve@thechicagoschool.edu

Disclosure decisions of sexual identity for gay males potentially impacts life trajectories and can be informed
through the formulation of important sexual rights discourses in a context of universal human rights agendas and
framed through a variety of socio-cultural constructs. The aims are to expand the extant research literature on
disclosure decisions through a model of concealable stigmatized identities not previously inclusive of sexual
identities and to develop a thematic outline of moderating factors used in future disclosure decisions. Two cultural
cohorts of 24 gay males ranging from age18 to 21 years (12 for each) in Sao Paulo, SP, Brazil and Chicago,
lllinois, U.S. voluntarily participated in in-depth interviews. Qualitative research using grounded theory cultivated
meaningful data collection, permitting an iterative method of interviewing and informed the analysis process en-
suring preliminary, focused coding which lead to emergent thematic descriptors. Thematic formulation framed
through social constructivist and transformative psychological paradigms resulted in eight factors mediated internally,
eight relationally processed and six outcomes effecting future disclosures. Unique cultural cohorts allowed for
preliminary understanding in similarities and differences (collectivist culture, parental respect, and systems of
bureaucracy in a developing country) and additionally formed a discourse concerning sexual rights, health and
education through shared experiences assisting in developing best practice policies for intervention, mentoring
and supporting young gay males.

Do Differences in age Between Sexual Partners Affect Sexual Risk Behaviour
Among Australian Gay and Bisexual Men?
Garrett Prestage®®, Fengyi Jin®, Benjamin Bavinton®, Michael Hurley®

[a] Kirby Institute, University of New South Wales, Kensington, AUSTRALIA. [b] Australian Research Centre in Sex Health and Society, La
Trobe University, AUSTRALIA.

gprestage@kirby.unsw.edu.au

Our objective is to describe the relationships between differences in age, between sex partners and sexual beha-
viour, among HIV-negative Australian gay men. An online anonymous cross-sectional survey was performed. We
used multinomial logistic regression to examine factors associated with reported differences in partners’ age (10
years older, within 10 years, and 10 years younger) among 1476 men. About half the men’s sex partners were
similar in age to themselves. Neither men’s own age nor relative differences in age with their partners were asso-
ciated with likelihood to engage in unprotected anal intercourse. Among men who reported sex with a regular
partner, those with older partners tended to restrict themselves to the receptive position (AOR = 2.00; C/ 1.02-
3.92; p = 0.044). Among men who reported sex with a casual partner, those with younger partners tended to take
the insertive position, both on occasions when a condom was used (AOR = 2.42; C/ 1.39-4.20; p = 0.002) and
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on occasions when a condom was not used (AOR = 2.54; Cl 1.04-6.20; p = 0.041). Age differences between gay
men and their sex partners make little difference to the likelihood of engaging in sexual risk behaviour overall,
with either regular or casual partners. Those whose partners are substantially older than themselves are more
likely, however, to take the receptive position during anal intercourse. Where risk of HIV infection among younger
men is elevated this could be due to differences in sexual position, rather than differences in unprotected anal
intercourse per se, during sex with men who are substantially older than themselves.

Does Doctrinal Priming Affect the Implicit Social Attitudes of Christians and
Atheists?
Joel Anderson®, Leah Kaufmann®

[a] Australian Catholic University, AUSTRALIA.
joel.anderson@acu.edu.au

Expressions of prejudice in society are complicated by religious beliefs; race-based attitudes are no longer ostensibly
endorsed, while negative attitudes towards homosexuality are still condoned and sometimes institutionally encour-
aged. For example, biblical proclamations such as “love one another” are evidence of religion promoting tolerance.
However, biblical injunctions such as “Thou shalt not lie with another man” may lead to a logical form of prejudice
that is supported by religion. The current study explored the role of religion in implicit attitudes as a function of
doctrinal priming. The study measured implicit race- and sexuality-attitudes of 127 Christian and Atheist participants,
across three priming conditions using bible passages traditionally used to justify racism and homophobia to explore
prejudice, and a ‘golden rule’ prime used to explore tolerance. Results revealed an interesting pattern of implicit
biases, varying as a function of the doctrinal prime and the participants’ religious affiliation. Findings show support
for differences in the proscription-tolerance paradox of prejudice demonstrated by Christian participants.

Drop-In Centre vs. Routine Care for LGBT Youth: Influences on Likelihood
to Access Health Care
Bernie S. Newman®, Kimberly Passidomo®, Kate Gormley", Alecia Manleyb

[a] Temple University School of Social Work, UNITED STATES. [b] Mazzoni Health Center, UNITED STATES.
bnewman@temple.edu

The health care needs of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) youth are shaped by health disparities,
lack of health care providers trained to serve this population, limited access to health insurance coverage, and
discrimination and stigma surrounding sexual orientation and transgender identity. The quality and structure of
health care service delivery can address many of the barriers and risk factors that make it more difficult for LGBT
adolescents to access health services. This study explored patterns of use for two types of services: Drop-In and
routine care. We focused on which service delivery system LGBT youth would be likely to use when youth had
access to both routine-care appointments and a weekly Drop-In clinic for health care. The data used in this sec-
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ondary analysis were based on medical and psychosocial information obtained over a 12-month period during
intake and follow-up visits. Exempt status was granted by the university institutional review board. Health centre
staff removed identifiers before the researchers entered the data and conducted their analyses. Variables measured
through self-report were race, gender identity, sexual orientation, education, insurance status, HIV status, and
housing stability. Results reveal health disparities among LGBT youths consistent with previous research findings.
Insurance status, housing stability, education, race and gender identity were most strongly associated with the
type of clinic (Drop-In or routine-care) used. Our findings suggest that the two types of clinic structures attract
youth with different characteristics. These findings show the need for choices for health care as well as reflecting
different needs among LGBT youth. Access to both routine and Drop-In health-care as provided by the health
care centre in this study, can serve as a model for minimizing barriers to care.

Ecological Factors and Psychological Distress Among LGBT Homeless
Youth
Markus P. Bidell®

[a] Hunter College of the City University of New York, UNITED STATES. [b] The Center for LGBT Social Science and Public Policy, UNITED
STATES.

mbidell@hunter.cuny.edu

LGBT youth are at heightened risk for serious social problems and mental health disparities. LGBT youth also
have disproportionately higher rates of homelessness, and once homeless, these youth face increased risk factors
and subsequent psychosocial disparities. The purpose of this research presentation is to present findings from a
comprehensive study of LGBT homeless youth (n = 89), by examining the following research questions: 1) What
are the educational and psychosocial experiences of LGBT homeless?; 2) Does high school graduation (versus
dropping out) impact psychological distress?; 3) How do negative and prejudicial home and school climates impact
psychological distress? Participants ranged in age from 18 to 24 (M = 21.16, SD = 1.99) and were recruited from
an LGBT homeless shelter in New York City. Participants primarily identified as ethnic minority (89.8%) males
(71.9%). Youth were asked to complete a comprehensive demographic/educational survey and the Brief Symptom
Inventory. Of the LGBT homeless surveyed, 39.3% reported dropping out of high school. Most participants did
not seek support from school staff nor did they report attending a school with a Gay-Straight Alliance. Significantly
higher levels of psychological distress were found among high school graduates and those reporting LGBT har-
assment at home; however, harassment experienced at school was not statistically related to psychological distress.
Along with showing that LGBT homeless youth have elevated levels of psychological problems; results from this
study shed a disquieting light on the educational experiences, needs, and accomplishments of LGBT homeless
youth as well as how school, home, and high school completion intersect with psychological distress. Primary
ecological systems such as schools, families, and mental healthcare are failing to provide support for the healthy
development, educational success, and psychological wellbeing among LGBT youth that become homeless.

Funding
Shuster Research Grant.
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Effective and Needs-Based HIV/STI Prevention Focusing on Men Who Have
Sex With Men
Ronny Heikki Tikkanen®

[a] University of Gothenburg, Department of Social Work, SWEDEN.

ronny.tikkanen@socwork.gu.se

The purpose with the presentation is twofold. Firstly, to present results from three large quantitative studies on
sexual risk taking and HIV preventive needs among Men who have Sex with Men (MSM). Secondly, to summarize
international research reviews of effective HIV/STI prevention intervention. The results from the quantitative
studies show that unprotected anal intercourse is quite common among MSM. The studies also show that sexual
risk taking is not equally distributed among MSM. Younger MSM, MSM living with HIV, sexually adventurous men
and men who are unemployed or on a long time sick leave are more vulnerable when it comes to sexual risk
taking. The result of the international research reviews is based on an analysis of international research reviews
on MSM and HIV preventive interventions. The reviews examined ways of designing effective, successful HIV
prevention interventions for MSM. The results of the international research reviews may be summarised as follows:
Group-level interventions are particularly effective; Multi-component interventions are more effective than single-
component interventions; The inclusion of peer educators and popular opinion leaders is a successful component
of HIV prevention intervention; Interventions containing a cognitive element generate favourable results; Skills
training, such as role-play, lead to more effective interventions. A theoretical framework, especially diffusion of
innovation and model of relapse prevention, contributes to more effective interventions. The effectiveness of HIV
counselling and testing is unclear. The results are contradictory. Additional research and methodological develop-
ment are needed. However, recent research indicates that Motivational Interviewing (MI) might be effective in re-
lation to HIV/STI testing. Research on the needs of MSM is very important and can form the basis of effective HIV
prevention interventions adapted to specific subgroups of MSM. To sum up, there is a great need for improved
HIV prevention focusing on MSM based of the specific needs of certain sub-groups of MSM. There is evidence
that there are methods that are effective. Social work can play an important role in HIV prevention focusing on
MSM in order to make it more inclusive, needs-based and recognizing sexual rights.

El Encuentro Sexual Anénimo Entre Hombres: Clase, Etnicidad y Edad en
la Actividad del Cruising
Jose Langarita Adiego®’

[a] Universidad de Girona, Universidad de Barcelona, SPAIN. [b] GRECS - Grupo de Investigacion sobre Exclusion y Control Social, SPAIN.
josan.langarita@udg.edu

Introduccion: Este trabajo se centra en estudio de los sujetos que participan en la actividad del intercambio
sexual anénimo entre hombres en el parque de Montjuic de Barcelona. Se presenta desde una mirada positiva
de la diversidad sexual y a partir del analisis de la existencia gay y sus aspectos econémicos, sociales y culturales.
La investigacion parte de tres objetivos fundamentales: En primer lugar se trata de analizar las relaciones de
clase, etnicidad y edad que se establecen en las zonas de intercambio sexual anénimo y su relacién con la
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comunidad homosexual en general. En segundo lugar se pretende estudiar los conflictos que se generan en
torno a la identidad sexual y a la practica del sexo anénimo, asi como las estrategias de conciliacién. Y finalmente
se persigue descubrir los discursos de los participantes respecto al amor y al deseo sexual. La metodologia de
este trabajo de investigacion se ha centrado en dos técnicas basicas de la etnografia: La observacion participante
y la entrevista. Se confirma que existe un sesgo de clase, etnia y edad que hace que las personas que frecuentan
el parque para participar en la actividad del sexo anénimo sean diferentes a las que utilizan otros escenarios
para el ligue homosexual como discotecas, saunas o chats. Por otro lado, algunos de los participantes se consid-
eran heterosexuales a pesar de que estan envueltos en relaciones sexuales con otros hombres, este hecho
provoca algunos conflictos de identidad que los sujetos pretenden resolver a partir de un uso particular de la
masculinidad. Finalmente, los hombres que van al parque en busqueda de sexo con otros hombres construyen
una significacion relativa al deseo y al amor que en algunas ocasiones reproduce los discursos de la sociedad
madre en la que se desarrolla.

El Género Como Determinante Social de Salud en Mujeres Trans
Puertorriquenas
Sheilla Rodriguez Madera®, Nelson Varas Diaz", Mark Padilla®

[a] Escuela de Salud Publica, Recinto de Ciencias Médicas, Universidad de Puerto Rico, PUERTO RICO. [b] Centro de Investigaciones
Sociales, Universidad de Puerto Rico, Recinto de Rio Piedras, PUERTO RICO.

sheillalrm@me.com

El género y la sexualidad son determinantes sociales de la salud (DSS). Estos factores socio-estructurales conl-
levan consecuencias detrimentales para aquellas personas con construcciones de género alternas al binomio
hombre-mujer. En el caso de las mujeres Trans (MT), su representacion de género tiene implicaciones adversas
para el acceso a escenarios educativos, laborales y de salud, exponiéndoles a desarrollar condiciones fisicas y
mentales. Objetivos: Identificar las maneras en que opera el género y la sexualidad como DSS, (2) Presentar la
combinacion de estos DSS con otros determinantes estructurales (Ej. pobreza, desempleo), y (3) reflexionar
sobre los efectos nocivos de los DSS en la salud de MT. Utilizamos un método mixto que consté de observaciones
etnogréficas, entrevistas cualitativas semi-estructuradas y cuestionario cuantitativo utilizando Ipads. Exploramos
asuntos relaciones a: geografias sociales, construccion de género y sexualidad, modificaciones corporeas,
vivencias como MT y condiciones de salud prevalentes. Se realizaron analisis cuantitativos y cualitativos. Parti-
ciparon 96 MT puertorriquefias. En un contexto donde impera la heteronormatividad y la concepcion sobre los
géneros esta influencia por el discurso judeocristiano, las experiencias de las participantes develan los efectos
nocivos del estigma y la marginacioén. La baja escolaridad, la extrema pobreza, el trabajo sexual, la ausencia de
servicios médicos sensibles a sus necesidades, la falta de opciones laborales y educativas, conforman un escenario
de gran vulnerabilidad para esta poblacion. Las consecuencias en la salud no se hacen esperar (Ej. VIH/SIDA,
adicciones, violencia, depresion, ideacion suicida, ansiedad generalizada, estrés postraumatico).
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Emanuela e Dulcinéia: as Curvas do Choque com o Poder e o Saber
Joyce Shimura®, Patricia Lessa®, Ana Maria Benevides®

[a] Universidade Federal Tecnoldgica do Parana — UTFPR, BRAZIL. [b] Universidade Estadual de Maringa — UEM, BRAZIL.
joyshimura@gmail.com

O choque dos sujeitos com “o poder” e “o saber” produz vidas infames. Sujeitos que tém sua voz controlada por
um siléncio for¢gado devido as consideragdes do poder e do saber sobre seus modos de vida. O saber gerado
sobre a sexualidade e o sexo no decorrer da histéria proporcionou a concepgao da verdade do sexo. Isso gerou
verdades sobre a sexualidade e as praticas sexuais e, consequentemente, reforgcou o sistema binario, macho e
fémea, a heterossexualidade e os padrdes de normalidade. A verdade do sexo foi evidenciada por Foucault e
pelos estudos em género. Nesse sentido, o presente estudo tem como objetivo expor os conhecimentos sobre
sexos, sexualidades e corpos no intuito de verificar como esses discursos atuam sobre sujeitos que nao se en-
quadram nas ordens do sexo binario. Os sujeitos da pesquisa foram trés travestis, Ana, Emanuela e Dulcinéia.
Para compreender as intervengdes dos discursos do saber em suas vidas foram feitas diversas entrevistas me-
diante o uso da histdria oral, como método. Ana, Emanuela e Dulcinéia desestabilizam as ordens do sexo binario,
qu